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“A Message To You Rudy.." 
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Hi! thanx for picking me up! this is my first attempt at e 
SKA/Oi! zine but I think it should go OK! I decided to put - 
this thing together originally when I saw the SELECTER 
INSTRUMENTAL. I interviewed Noel along with a friend of 
mine and i wanted to get it published so I did. By the 
way....the SELECTER INSTRUMENTAL is *excellent*. i think 
it's just Noel Davies along with one or two other original 
SELECTER members and they do a bunch of old Rocksteady 
and SKA instrumental stuff, it was excellent! This issue 
also contains an interview with the Bluebeats which was 
contributed as well as "8 Steps To Becoming A Rudy," an 
interview with Skavoovie and the Epitones!!, and other 
stuff which i can't think of right now. If you would be 
interested in submitting record reviews, interviews, zine 
reviews, articles, pictures, drawing GO FOR IT. Just send it 
to us at the adress above or email me: 
aviiday@haven.ios.com. I'm also working on a killer 
web page "The Skinternet", it will be available around the 
time you read this or any time soon after that at: http:// 
haven.ios.com/~avidday/index.html thanx for read- 
ing and keep in touch! 

dave 






~ SKA/PUNK from NJ. Billiant!_ 

"Anthems For Arbor Day"7" 
NOW AVAILABLE!!! The SICK ASFUCK Comp. 
compilation PUNK comp. w/Violent Society, Less Than Jake, 


"special Holiday Sale, buy both for $6ppd 
me for more info. on future releasesiavi iday@haven,ios.com =: 
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I was reading alt.musie.ska(the SKA newsgroup on the 
internet}and read this post, i figured I'd print it cause it's 
funny... 


TANK (kas2928@gold.cens.feu.edu) wrote: 

1. You hear of a “ska” band called the Mighty Mighty 
Bosstones. You see them on 120 Minutes. Kinda cool. 

2. One lonely night you head to your local freak club to 
see a ska band called the Toasters. You laugh at all the 
funny dressed people dancing like idiots. Several beers 
later you get up and jump around, your first attempt at 
the art of skanking. The show ends too soon. You buy NY 
Fever. 

3. You sean the papers each day, and listen to college 
radio, waiting for the next ska show. You ask Blockbuster 
Music where their ska section is. 

4. You go to another ska show, and realize there i¢ more 
to skanking than jumping up and down. You buy the 3rd 
Wave comp and listen to nothing else, though you still 
think the quy on the cover's a dork. 5. You find 
alt.music.ska and annoy everyone by asking if any good 
bands are coming to your town. You send for the 
moonska catalogue. You find a record store with real ska 
albums, and stay up nights practicing your skanking to 
impress rude girls. You think ska bands have funny 
names, like Mustard Plug, Skankin’ Pickle, and Let's Go 
Bowling. Noah becomes your personal hero. 

6. You buy @ pork pie hat. You pick up 9 trombone 
hoping to play anything resembling ska. You think of @ 
cool name for your band with the word “ska” in it, like 
"SKAturday Night Live", or “The SKAlloped Potatoes." 

7. You go to every ska show within 150 miles. You've 
spent your next 4 paychecks on ska, and you've wiped out 
your record store. You can now drink 5 times more beer 
than the average person. You shave your head and go 
Satanic after seeing Meph. 

8. You now look like the guy on the cover of the 
Exceptions album. You live for ska. You ask Noah to 


marry you. 
TANK 
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Interview with Neol Davies by Brad Duncan from hooligan Press outside 
the Doly Pub, Oxford, England. With help from Dave (New Jersey) from 
Oink. Photo by Dave. 


Oink!: Noel talk to us a little about the split,that is, between you a Pauline 
and that whole thing. 

Davies: There’s not a whole lot to say,really. We wanted to go in different 
directions, it just wasn’t really working. I had dealt with enough,to be 
honest. 

Oink!: Ohh, I’ll leave that alone,seeing as I’ve run across a raw nerve 
Davies: No,no “raw nerve” really. Carry on. 

Oink!: What is the Selecter Instrumental? How did this come about? 
Davies: It’s all about getting back to the roots of ska. The raw,striped-down 
ska sound is really what we were after, and as you’ll see, what I think we 
achieved. I was really interested in the older stuff Skatelites, Prince Buster, 
more along those lines. That is where it 
always was for me, with the Seletcter and 
all. We’ll be doing some old tunes tonight 
like “Liquidator” and the like. 

Oink!: America is seeing quite a SKA 
revival at the moment, and as a result, there 
seems to be an interest your music as well 
as fellow Coventry old timers THE SPE- 
CIALS WhO did a huge state-side tour just 
this last year. Any iosight? 

Davies: Well, I suppose for some it’s just 
nostalgic. But for all the younger people, 
well, I guess it is simply because SKA is 
pretty much universal. It was important 








then and now we’re seeing that it’s important now as well. 

Oink!: Two Tone always seemed to be about some fairly relavent social 
issues, namingly race relations, this is certainly still relavent. 

Davies: Of course it is, sadly enough. It was also about the energy of 
PUNK, and just having a laugh, too. We weren’t just hung up on social or 
political issues, there was obviously a lot of fun involved. 

Oink!: To linger on the “old days” br just a another moment if you don’t 
mind. 

Davies: (chuckles) No, no...I guess I’m a bit used to it. 

Oink!: Well then, why ska? 1 mean, at a point in the music world, espe- 
cially in Enghnd, where punk was still young and important, what made this 
group of young blokes chose an out of date so to speak style of Jamaican 
music? It just wouldn’t seem to makc sense. 

Davies: You must understand, although I was maybe more into Jamaican 
stuff at the time, a lot of thc TWO-TONE bands were in more punk bands at 
thc timc, that is before playing in their respective SKA bands. I’m not cven 
sure, really. I was into Regae and been introduced to SKA earlier in thc 
Seventies. SKA had a lot more energy, and thcre was a good deal of that 
floating around, with punk and all. You’d have to understand the climate 
here in England at the time, Two-Tone was unity music, and that was 
important. 

Oink!: Well, thanx for talking to us. 
Davies: My pleasure, enjoy the show. 


I lost Noel Davies' adress 
so i'll put in the next issue! 









The show kicked lots of ass... The 

Selecter instrumental play all old 60's 
SKA and Rocksteady tunes instru- 
mentally 








IF YOU CAN DO THIS 
YOU'RE FUCKING 
AMAZING! 


fae 


1. First fold in half 2. Then fold to make a point 











4. Staple to a piece of cardboard 











We pulled this out of "Spirit Of '69," IT'S FUCKING 
IMPOSSIBLE!! If you have any suggestions or whatever, i 

know a couple of people that wouldn't mind knowing so 
send it in! 


M AE =RC Ba Stone This isn't an adbut if you're looking for 
moss sea Freds and Bennies or suits or whatever 

i _ereepimmmorder it from the Merc because it's 

heeper than anywhere in the States! _ 


The MERC 
17/21 Ganton St. 
London 
WIV 1LA 
Tel.: 071-439-7750 





THE OINK! 3%-WORD PUZZLE! 

seas A 

qeun a 
B ra 
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1. What pours out of your nose when you’re sick 

6. What we love to drink 

8. What you have when you're addicted to SKA 

13. "The King OF SKA" who sang 007, It MEk,etc. 

14. Mr. Studio One 

17. The man who started Two-Tone and sorta ran the whole thing 
19, The pant you don’t have to iron 
22. Nice polos, typical skinhead shirt 











5. Typical Skinhead Hairstyle 


2. What are you reading? 

3. Original artist who performed "Gangsters" what the Skinhead evolved out of 
5. Largest US SKA record co. 

7. SKA is the grandfather of 

9. Where all this shit started happening around 1969 

10. The two-tone band that just toured the states recently 

11. One of the greatest SKA record labels of all time, UK 

12. Name of the SKA era which went on in the late 70’s and early 80’s in the UK 
15. Skinheads Against Racial Prejudice 

16. Really cool button down shirt 

18. One Step Beyond... 

20. The guys with the suits and porkpies and skinny ties that are just soooo rude! 
21. Musical style, what this zine’s about 

24. Cockney phrase later named a style of music 


SWANK was bored again-and Carrie 
knew that meant trouble. If he wasn't 
going to just leave, she'd have to try 
and cheer him up. What cheered 
Swank up was a six-pack of lager, a 
few lines of sulphate. a good screw 
and a bit of rough house. Still, what 
else was there? For allison there was 
a band. But Allison was getting old. 


’ | What was she, 23, 24? Soon she'd 


have to hide her wrinkles under a 
smash hits haircut or face the 
oblivion of early-morning Radio 


w TWo. 


CAPTAIN Ol, DOJO, STEP ONE, ANAGRAM, 


HELEN OF O!, HEADACHE, TROJAN, MOON, 


ECTRUS, NORTON, TELSTAR, CRYPT, 
SUNDAZED, & MORE... 


RECORD STORE AND MAILORDER 


All the coolest Punk, O1, & Ska around... 
Plus fuel Infected Carage, Surf, Hat Rod, 
Teor Trash, & Strip on Vinyl, CD, and 7°Il 


1.00 gats you a catalog 
(Sorry, no overseas orders) 
<-  Sendte: 


— LETIT ROCK 


424 Bloomfield Av. 
~ “Wontelair, N}07042 
TeVTae: 201/78 9.1219 


It's about 100 pages and it's ok! if 
you want a copy i'm distributing 
them and have limited supplies! 
STORES! if you want 'em we could 
work something out, write me! 


PUNK FUCKIN ROCK! 


UK Import...$8ppd 
Oink! Publishing 
PO Box 44 
Cresskill, NJ 07626 __ 


This IS raj... 


Wy Featuriag tive of Northern California's best Ska bands. 


| and this is ska! 


Slow Gherkin Mars Villa 
Filibuster Blind Spot 
| Punch The Clown 


JUST IN CAE Gp 


or 











ricie ale some assorted vveb sites and 
stuff to do on the NET! 


The SKINTERNET:http://haven.ios.com/~avidday/index.html 

The Specials Page: http://www-scf.usc.edu/~keep/ 

The DC SKA Page:http://www.access.digex.net/~chkrdcab/dcska.htm! 

The Boston SKA Page: http://www.tiac.net/users/artc/ 

The SELECTER HomePage: http:/Avww-scf.usc.edu/~keep/selec. html 

The SKATALITES Page: http:/Awww.tiac.net/users/artc/skatalites/skat.htn 

The TWO-TONE WEB PAGE: http:/Avww. sky.net/~rudeboy/ 

The Jammin Reggae Archives: http://orpheus.ucsd.edu/jammin/ 

Oi! The Web Site: http:/Awww.student.tdb.uu.se/~m87jhe/oi_site.html 

The BSSC page(Beer Swilling Skinhead Crew!) 
http:/Awww.geopages.com/CapitolHill/2037/index.htm| 

Operation Ivy page -http:/Awww.cs.vu.nl/~epdouden/punk/operation_ivy.h 

IthaSKA Online: http:/Awww.cheme.cornell.edu/~abelloso/IthaSKA. html 

Bottom Of The Barrel Page:http://pages.nyu.edu/~gal6562 

SKINHEADS ON THE INTERNET: http:/Avww.ksu.edu/~lashout/skns.htm 

The World Of The SUbgenious: http:/Awww.etext.org/Quartz/subgenius/ 


If You’re Looking for scooters... 
SCOOTERS ORIGINAL! e mM pty 







PO BOX 105 
Montclair NJ 07042 
201-783-3573 
fax 201-783-3573 
affordable scooter parts...... 
fae BUY THEM HERE! 








The Stubborn All Stars are excellent 
and just came out with a new record 
called “Open Season’. They get ad 
space when they send stuff for review 
and they didn’t send nothin so | will just 


put this in! 


Write To: 

Stubborn Records 
504 Grand St. #752 
NY, NY 10002-4101 
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For the best place in NYC to get clothes go to 99X located at:84 E. 10th 
St.(between 3rd and 4th Ave.), NYC, Tel.:212.460.8599/8612. here you 
could fing Freds Bennies, Boots, Braces, Shoes, Hats, T-Shirts, whatever, 
stop there! : 
For Music Go to Generation Records located at 210 Thompson St., NYC, _ 
Tel.:212.254.1100. They've got the best collection of Punk, the most Oi! 
you'll find in this city, and a good selection of SKA but no SKA in vinyl. 
Also go to Second Coming Records, 235 Sullivan St., NY C, 
Tel.:212.228.1313. Mostly used records but lots of great shit. not much 
SKA but what they have is goo, mostly 1st wave vinyl. they have many 
CD's in Oi! and SKA and a large punk selection in both formats. You must 
go to Moon SKA(see thier ad for info. )it's like a thing! they don't have 

; anything except for Moon stuff and some other stuff but nothing really hard 
to find. They do have books and pins and patches and stuf so you might 
wanna stop! Also while you're at 99X go down 2 blocks to St. Marks St. 
where you could find many punks ans skins and stuff and there are a couple 
stores that carry Braces, Records, T-Shirts, etc. Just Go for kicks. While 
you're there Check 
the board outside the 
Coney Island High 
and see who's playing 
that night. There are 


| 
also many places in 
the city to find SKA, 
Oi!, and punk just 
open your eyes and 
ask a lot! For info. on 
any SKA shows 
oing on when you 
AIEEE happen to be in NYC 
PASSAIC, N.J. 07055 check the Village 
HOURS Voice available in 
SERGE any newsstand or read 


SUNDAY 12 - 4 alt.ska on the net! 


201/778-7478 


Send $1 For Our Mail Order Catalog 
rey IGGY a. 
ae GOLECZYNSKI [":‘#! 





The slackers 


Who are you guys? names/instrument 

We are the Slackers. My namen is Jeremy. I play the trumpet. 

Where are ya from? . 

Brooklyn....actually two of the members, the percussion people, are in Manhattan... 
How did you get together? why? 

People just knew each other, from a long time ago....the tenor sax player and I started 
playing with them, 2 years ago...the Slackers were the Slackers at least 3 years © 
ago....+ the Rabies....a while I guess... 

when are you gonnaplay some NJ shows? 

We played at Rutgers once.... i dunno...as soon as someone in NJ gets us some money, 
I guess... 

how did you get into SKA? 

Listen to lots of Dizzy Gillespie big band, with Chano Pozo, like mad......then dig the 


What kind of music would you say you play? is it good? 

Ska, rocksteady, rocksteady dub, Studio ONe reggay, reggay dub, a tiny tiny bit of rock- 
ers, maybe, and soul, crazy soul! 

Whats your favorite food on tour? why? 

I dunno....I have to admit (me personally) that I really like the buffetts at the 99 truck 
Stops.....Big Boy buffetts are really good to, with Fried Chicken, BBQ Chicken, mackin’ 
cheeze, and mashed potatoes, and spicy fries....yeah, they got it goin on....but 99 got 
buffallo wings, all you can eat with theirs, so it is hard to Teally say....they are both 
really good! 

If you were a donut which kind would you be and why? 

Chocolate glazed were always my favorite, with the jimmies and all...thats cause I like 
to eat ‘m, not personality wise 

whats the first piece of music u ever bought? 

man I don’t know...my dad had lots of jazz records, so I wasnt buying those....probably 
something really bad, probably becuase of a girl! 

anything you really wanna do or band ya really wanna play with? 

Get really good! Figure out how to play my instrument! Remember, the people who 
invented ska and played it WERE NOT LISTENING TO IT! THEY INVENTED IT! They 
were listening to lots of bop, swing, and all the hotel latin they had to play..... 

Do you guys have anything out? what? 

Naw, we're slackers....come bootleg our show...grateful dead style...our sound man will 
help you out to set up the mics.... 

for all who don’t know which is the best, which one why? 

I dont know what this means. ..Z-Bar is the best wings in NY, though..... 

Whose your favorite band? were they inspiration? 

the Jazz Messengers and the Skatatlies.....hells yeah...... 

who’s the coolest band you guys ever played with? 

the SKatalites, no doubt...we played with them at the Knitting Factory....they invented 
all JA music until rockers, man! The first published independent music! 

Whats the craziest thing a fan has done for ya? 

I can’t answer that.! 





ok, Oink! 

this was supposed to have a couple more pages but i 
guess i ran out of room! Thats where you come in! This is 
your zine as much as it is mine so why don'y YOU be heard 
and write some things!! If you're artistic, draw me some 
cover art! If you're a band send me some of your info!, tour 
info., interviews, etc!! in any case get in touch with me and 
let me know what you think! If you're coming to NYC any 
time soon, i could tel ya what sup, JUST GET IN TOUCHIIIN! 

Myself and Jimbo also run WMU Rekidz, our 1st 
release was Heft's "Anthems For Arbor Day" 7” which went 
GREAT!!! it's some great SKA/Punk which you should all buy, 
Just send $3 to our adress! We're currnetly working on a 
completely AMAZING project which you'll with out a doubt 
buy immediately so look out for further issues of Oink! and 
look out for WMU rekidz!! PLEASE CONTRIBUTE, we could 
make this cool! 


THANX FOR 
READING 


_ These are the answers to thge x word 


AD RATES | . : uzzle! if you guys wanna contribute 


stuff like this send it up!! " 


ADs in this zine are and will - 
remain CHEEP! pls. advertise, 
you will help others find out 
about you and you will help me 
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if you send music for | 
review(vinyl or CD send 
an ad as well, cause you'll 
 getadspacel | 








Record Reviews 


these were contributed by Aphid,,Me, and Oi! Mike Z. 

The Templars “Clockwork Orange Horrorshow” Vulture Rock 

The Templars are by far the streetpunk champions of the states, and quite 
possibly the world. And this brilliant double 7" proves it. All Clockwork 
Oi! anthems of pure horrorshow, and unbelievibly, some of their best work 
yet. Theres even a cover of Major Accidents “Leaders of Tommorow” and 
the Angelic Upstarts “Teenage Warning”! Fucking increadible, and worth 
any price(fortunatly, it’s only $7.00). . 


Pist N Broke “American Drinking Songs” Vulture Rock 

About time, eh? A much different sound than their aclaimed debut, but 

still in the early 80’s Oi! style. This is half Ska, and has a good punky 
mixture throughout. Personally, not as striking as the original, but still goes 
great with a Newcastle Ale! 


The Tuffskins “Raised in anger” Vulture Rock 

West coast Oi! Finally rears it’s head, and these guys are leading the pack. 
More like Oicore i’d say, but a good debut none the less. Possibly a faster 
Condemned 84 meets 80’s American Hardcore, thrown in a blender, and 
topped with some L.A. attitude. Cool cover art, too. 


All of these are available through Vulture Rock records in New Mexico, 
and all bands are signed on the label itself. In other news, Pittsburghs “Iron 
City Bootboys”, the Sussed, wiilona asing a ass CD on Sta-Press. Much 
different, faster, and improved, and will be well worth the wait! A bit of 77 
Skunk rock in your face!(Hopefully available by Christmas?). Also, look for 
some of the best, rawest streetpunk ever to come from Canada’s Lager 
Lads, hopefully coming to a record player near you ask me.)( 2 Demo tapes 
are readily available) 


The Pietasters "Oolooloo" Moon Records 

Fuckin amazing authentic second album from these crazy ska folks from 
down in VA. Some good old covers and some good new ones too. Well 
worth the money. Two of the tracks are mushed into one which kinda sucks 
if you're trying to hear Maggie Mae, but oh well. If you can find their first 
album, grab that too. 





The Scofflaws "Ska in Hi-Fi" Moon Records 

I have nothing bad to say about this album. GO BUY IT, NOW! Using the 
same studio conditions as Ist wave recordings, the Scofflaws have attained 
a sound that makes you want to both cry tears of joy and dance till you 
collapse at the same time. P.S. what's with all the SKA bands covering 
SKAravan? Yebo, Hepcat, the Scofflaws.....anyone else? 


New York Citizens "The Truth About..." Moon Records 
This sucks. I hate it. I wouldn't take it if someone paid me to take it. I 
wiped my ass with the cd and it still hurts. Stay away. 


Girlsmen "Girlsmen" Sony 

This hard to find Swedish import fucking rocks. Ska with sampling and 
record scratching and other crazy shit. It's all in English and it's really 
catchy. If you can find it, pickitup! 


Stubborn All-Stars "Open Season" Stubborn Records 
re Really good strong sound. None of that crazy jump-around 
FA % shit. You dance to this or I hunt you down and remove your 
. Rioes at the knees. I recommend the title track, and well.. the 
+0 ” rest of the album too. 


Heft "Anthems for Arbor Day" Whattsa Matta U Rekidz 

Pop Punkish Ska first release from this NJian band. Very listenable. The 
ska could be a little stronger than it is. Since this release they've added a 
few horns, from what I've heard. 


V/A "Oi!/Skampilation" Radical Records 

A mix of good songs, though poorly mixed. Great disk!! Many good bands 
playing great songs, a couple crappy bands sounding really good in this 
disk. Don't let this disk decieve you! Adding some extra flavor you've got 
TC in between each song! 


V/A "100% Latin SKA" Moon Records 
| like it! it's got a Laurel Aitken track as well as a bunch of others! i never 


heard of any of the people on it except Laurel but it's good listening!! 


Anything emo - Sucks 








More Review Stuff..... 


THE TOASTERS “THRILL Me Ur” Moon RECORDS 

This a reissue of the Toasters 2nd release which was release on SKAloid records. From what | 

| hear this is a very hard record to find so if you're a TOASTERS fan go out and get your copy 
today! This release also has 4 Bonus tracks:Hatlan Frustration Remix, Brixton Beat, The Beat, 


and NO Respect. 

V/A “SPAWN OF SKARMAGEDDUN" MOON RECORDS 

The second of the series, this a 2 CD complilation consisting of many of the US's up and coming 
SKA bands. This disk has tracks which range from Punk/Ska to the typical 3rd wave sound to 
great traditional style songs. A few of my favorites Is the opening track "Tired of Strugling® by the 
Stubborn All Stars and Issac Green and the Skalars' “Junbok". If you want to get familiar with 
whats out there today, get it! 


SHOW REVIEW-Pietasters/Allstonians/Skinnerbox/Public Service 
by Aphid 

Oh god, what has happend to SKA? Who's worse? The Plaid-suited Bosstones 
Wannabes or the kid in the nirvana shirt, the black clown wig who is demonstrat- 
ing his new dance which reminds meé of alemming with epileptic fits. The 
Pietasters were great! They played some of their older stuff, a few new ones, and 
Drinking and Driving by the Buisiness(Yay!). very short set. The 
ALLSTONIANS (who had driven for 6 hours to get there) played for 20 minutes, it 
was a great set and it sucked that they got such a short set. SKINNERBOX NYC 
also got a short set, they played very well. In fact, they quality of the whole show 
was great...until the headlining band, Public Service started playing. They were 
very mighty mighty, which is fine | guess if you are into that stuff but my tastes 
are far more traditional. The lead singer advertised a video comp. they'll be on with 
such bands as; well it was like this: 
| Singer Guy: The Bosstones 
' Crowd:YAY!! 
Singer: Rancid 
Crowd:Yipee!! 
Singer:The Glowskulls 
Crowa:YAY! 
Singer:;BAD MANNERS 
Crowd:ooh...(pause while they raelized they'de look dumb if they didn't recognize a 
band)......yeah! 
FUCKING LAME! It's sum a dissapointment what has happend to the shows. It's 
a suburban invasion i tell yal 











The Bluebeats 


This is an interview with the Bluebeats conducted by Noah 
BLUEBEATS AT THE COOLER, AROUND MARCH (TRUST ME, 
NOTHINGS CHANGED SINCE!) 

MIKE ‘CORNHOLIO’ DRANCE (VOICE) AND STEVE ‘BUNGHOLIO’ 
PRISCO(RHYTHM GUITAR) 

Noah: The Bluebeats, being one of the smaller up-and-coming bands 
which, I suppose, haven’t gotten too much press. 

Mike: Actually, the only press we’ve gotten was before our first gig! 
Noah: How long have the Bluebeats been around? 

Steve: Just about a year now. Just about a year. 

Noah: Would it NOT be an exaggeration to say that what the Bluebeats 
play is not typical of what’s happening in ska? 

Mike: Well, that’s one of our goals, eh heh heh heh. 

Noah: And what are your goals? 

Mike: Our goals is to play the most soulful music in a more, a more 
original style, as we possibly can. Seeing that we have a handicap, but 
we’re trying to get over it. 

Noah: What do you mean by handicap? 

Steve: Lack of flesh-tone! 

Mike: Skintone, y’know. 

Noah: Hey there, that’s an interesting comment! Care to explain? 

Mike: Well, basically, you know, nobody could ever duplicate, I mean, in 
the risk of sounding racist, you know, if any politician would say this 
they’d get fucking skewered, but let’s face it, not many white people have 
soul. 

Noah: Urr,O.K. Well, there was never too many white Jamaican’s making 
music..... 

Steve: Well, music in general....we want to be white people with soul. 
Mike: I hope so. I’ve been called black before. 

Steve: Very very complimented. 

Mike: A lot of people thought I was black on my recording and I’m like, 
hey, thank you. 

Noah: I think one of the major things that separate the Bluebeats from what 
is happening in modern ska is the lack of horns. I know you may not want 
to go into it, but I know you play a horn! 


| Mike: Well, used to. Yeah, basically I’m a front man now and rather than 


trying to get a horn section together, put this way, I know what it’s like 
to deal with a horn section, and its a lot...... you just don’t need them. 








There’s nothing wrong with horns, we have nothing against horns, but I 
think we show that you just don’t need horns to play this kind of music. 
That basically it. 

Steve: Yeah, I had no idea that it was so unique, I mean, I did my time. I 
was in the Scofflaws for 2 years. 

Noah: Weren’t a lot of you in the Scofflaws? 

Mike: Yeah, everyone except for Mike the lead guitar player. 

Steve: Yeah its really surprising, not so much as an advantage. 

Mike: We concentrate more on vocals, and the harmonies in the vocals, 
which a lot of bands don’t. That’s really what really makes us, plus the fact 
that we do more than half of our material is rock steady and not at a 

faster ska pace. 

Noah: So would you call yourselves a ska band? 

Mike: Not necessarily, I’d call us a band that plays ska music, we play 
rock steady, we play reggae. 

Noah: Is the material you play mostly covers? 

Mike: Ah, probably about 70 percent covers. We’re still not even a year 
out, what we’ve learned to do is a lot of Jamaica classics that are 

familiar to people, of course mostly Jamaicans because of most of the Rude 
Boys don’t know the kind of music we’re doing, so we don’t have a big ska 
following, really. We’re after doing beautiful, soulful music, that is what 
our real goal is. We just want to be good at we do. 

Steve: You know, its really a tough thing, too, and I noticed that a lot of 
times when you’re trying to write for a genre, especially for a real solid 
backdrop like ska or rock steady stuff, I see a lot of poor shape stuff 
happening, basically a lot of songs being rewritten, so its a tough process 
to come up with real original music in this style. It’s not a high priority 

to put on an all original show if the songs are going to suffer. Someone 
once asked George Thorogood why he ripped off so many songs, he said 
because Chuck Berry wrote all the good ones! Thing is, nobody is playing 
it. We can go up there and it doesn’t feel like we’re doing covers, its 

such vibrant music. 

Mike: We’re exposing people to a portion of the Jamaican music that which 
otherwise they wouldn’t really be interested in or wouldn’t be familiar 
with. We love it all, from the ska to the reggae, we love it. 

Noah: What about what comes after the reggae, like the Dub and the 
Dancehall? 

Mike: Not that we don’t like it, it’s just where we end it. We prefer the 
early 70s, there nothing wrong with Dancehall, I prefer the early stuff. 
Noah: For people who are serious reggae listeners, they might consider 








today’s ska music detached and closer to rock and pop than anything else. 
You guys, in comparison, could be accused of being purists with in the ska 
scene. 

Mike: Well, I, uh, thank you. Thank you very much. 

Steve: One of the things that is very cool about this scene is that there 

is a lot of flexibility. With in this third wave thing is a lot of 

flexibility. I’m glad everybody can do their own thing. 

Noah: And the Bluebeats are definitely on one end of the spectrum, at the 
moment. 

Mike: I guess so, we’re the only ones doing what we’re doing. 

Steve: I don’t think we’re coming from a retro kind type thing. To make an 
analogy, we’re not like Rockabilly band playing “Blue Suede Shoes,” and 
some Gene Vincent stuff and dressing up for this throw-back thing. The 
conception that this music is old, well, we’re not carrying anything else 
with us. We’re not into setting the style, music is where it ends. 

Noah: Have the Bluebeats toured outside of the area? 

Mike: No not really. We’ve been staying local. Basically, we really can’t, 
given our personal lives, but we would like to travel close to home, in the 
North East between DC and Boston. We just can’t go on the road for 2 
months at a time. We’re doing this because we love the music, not so we 
can go out and be rock stars. 

Steve:....and we like playing with each other. 

-Chortles- 

Steve: It’s really sad, we enjoy our practices as much as our gigs. 

Mike: We all get along, there’s no attitudes, we’ ve known each other for 
years and there’s no new comers. Its a great vibe on stage, off stage, 
everywhere. 

Noah: Where do you foresee the Bluebeats going? 

Mike: Madison Square Garden. Where ever the music takes us. 

Steve: This whole ska culture seems to be getting stronger, so you never 
know what’s going to happen. 

Mike: We’re heading into the studio soon to record a 7" with Moon, and 
also a track for a compilation. We just want to do what we’re doing and not 
be compromised by what’s popular. 
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